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NCVF League Best Practices Policy  
 
The National Collegiate Volleyball Federation, Inc. (NCVF) recognizes that organized collegiate 
club volleyball opportunities have long been promoted through collaborating collegiate club 
volleyball leagues and leaders situated throughout the United States. 
 
The policy is intended to represent uniform standards and practices that have been developed 
over many years by collegiate club leagues and leaders.  Prior to the adoption of this policy, it 
was circulated to existing club volleyball commissioners who have had an opportunity to 
collaborate in the drafting of this policy.  
 
1.   NCVF Recognized League Designation 
 
a. Within its sole discretion, the NCVF may designate collegiate club leagues that comply with 
this policy as “NCVF Recognized Leagues.”  The NCVF will determine a league’s “material 
compliance” by reference to the following criteria: 

 
i.           leagues will adopt and implement league policies and procedures that are 

consistent with this policy. 
ii.          leagues will advance the highest ideals of sport by supporting accessible, 

fair, inclusive and organized volleyball competition opportunities for all 
those who meet league and NCVF requirements. 

iii.         leagues will use best efforts to comply with all requirements to operate 
as independent legal entities fully responsible for all its league actions. 

iv.   leagues will only use league resources to further league services and    
  supports to its league teams, consistent with its purposes and applicable  
  laws. 
v.    leagues will use best efforts to collaborate and cooperate with the NCVF  
  and other NCVF Recognized Leagues to promote educational and health  
  related opportunities for all NCVF registrants. 
vi.    leagues will avoid taking actions that adversely affect the status or   
  operation of the NCVF or other NCVF Recognized Leagues.  
vii.   leagues will uphold the highest standards aimed at protecting the safety,  
  health and well-being of all league event or activity participants. 
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a.  Upon written request at any time from the NCVF, leagues shall self-certify material 
compliance with this policy by communicating in writing to the NCVF on a form and format 
provided by the NCVF.  The NCVF retains discretion to accept, reject or condition any self-
certification, or to seek additional information from a league.  Leagues shall cooperate with the 
NCVF by providing timely and accurate responses at any time reasonably requested by the 
NCVF.   Once the NCVF receives satisfactory self-certification and any other desired information 
evidencing “material compliance,” the NCVF will use its best efforts to formally identify the 
applicable league as an “NCVF Recognized League.” 

 
b. A league aggrieved by a negative material compliance certification decision by the NCVF 
may appeal the decision by providing notice of its appeal in writing to the NCVF.  To be 
considered, the appeal must be sent within 10 days following the applicable NCVF decision and 
must include all of appellant’s arguments and supporting materials.  The NCVF reserves 
discretion to deny, table, condition or accept any appeal at any time and for any reason.   
 
c. The NCVF may designate a point person or committee to review or respond to questions       
or appeals regarding NCVF designation of a NCVF Recognized League or to answer questions 
regarding interpretations of this policy. 

 
d. The NCVF may issue a league recommendation, decision, or sanction as follows: 
 

i. at any time to administer and further the purposes of this policy;  
ii. at any time the NCVF determines that a league is not in material 

compliance with the this policy.  
iii. at any time that the league has failed to take adequate or timely 

measures to address non-compliance with this policy. 
  
e. Notwithstanding the requirements of this policy, leagues are solely and independently 
responsible to ensure that all its practices are compliant with applicable laws.  The NCVF’s 
failure to issue a decision or sanction shall not be construed as an admission, waiver or 
endorsement of any league action.  
 
f. The NCVF may issue a recommendation, decision or sanctions by email that include, but are 
not limited to, conditional league status, probation, removing designation of the league as an 
NCVF Recognized League, commissioner and/or director of competition sanctions, league 
disqualification from receiving some or any league material compliance benefits, 
disqualification of league competition results, disqualification of league teams, players or bench 
personnel from the NCVF National Championship Tournament or other NCVF events, or any 
combination of these or other appropriate sanctions that the NCVF determines in its sole 
discretion. 
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g.  A league may seek NCVF’s review of a negative NCVF decision or sanction affecting the 
league that finds that the league is not in material compliance with the NCVF League Best 
Practices Policy.  A request for such a review must be made to the NCVF by email within 10 
calendar days following issuance of the NCVF decision or sanction and articulate the 
reasons/rationale for the review and the desired remedy.  The league shall cooperate with the 
NCVF in its review under this paragraph by timely providing requested clarifications or 
additional information.  The NCVF will use its best efforts to issue a decision within 10 days 
following timely receipt of review request.   

 
h.  Leagues shall self-report to the NCVF violations of this or other NCVF policies and cooperate 
with any review by the NCVF of any league’s material compliance with this policy, or in seeking 
resolution of issues arising under other this or any other applicable NCVF policies or activities.   
 
2.  NCVF Recognized League Structure and Function 
 
a. Each league shall be organized consistent with applicable legal requirements.  Each league 
shall have a constitution, bylaws or rules that, at a minimum, sets forth the requirements for 
league membership, adopts the NCVF and other applicable Codes of Conduct, the NCVF 
Governance Rules concerning league team and player eligibility, exceptions to any league 
requirements, league fees, league due process and such other policies and procedures as the 
league determines are necessary for efficient league operation. 
  

b. Each league shall identify a Commissioner and/or Director of Competition who shall be the 
league’s point of contact to the NCVF and others seeking to communicate with the league. 
Leagues shall timely provide the NCVF with updated contact name, mailing address, telephone 
number, email address and similar information regarding the league’s Commissioner and/or 
Director of Competition.  Whenever the league changes its Commissioner and/or Director of 
Competition, or its league contact information or rules, it shall notify the NCVF in writing, post 
the change on the league website, and use appropriate efforts to ensure that all its league 
teams and participants are aware of any changes to existing league information.   
 

c. Leagues shall be fully responsible and liable to manage their own finances and all aspects of 
league operations. 

 
d. Leagues shall maintain websites that, among other things, identify (as determined by the 
league) critical league membership information and rules, updated league competition 
information, the league’s Director and/or Director of Competition contact information, that it is 
an NCVF Recognized League and a link to the NCVF website.  The league is granted a limited 
revocable license to use the NCVF logo, as supplied by the NCVF, on the league website and 
adjacent to the NCVF link.  The NCVF reserves all rights to its log and marks and no league or 
league representatives, affiliates or teams may use the NCVF logo or marks without the NCVF’s 
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prior written consent.   NCVF Recognized Leagues shall use best efforts to timely communicate 
league information and requirements to all league teams and participants, including notice of 
any matter that may adversely affect the standing of any league team or players with the 
league or the NCVF. 
 
e. Leagues shall use good faith to timely follow and promote the use of this policy and NCVF 
Best Practices for league sponsored and league team sponsored competitions, including but not 
limited to the following:    
 

i. Leagues shall adopt and implement the current year NCVF Governance 
Rules for league competitions.  Exceptions to the use of NCVF 
Governance Rules shall be identified in writing by the league for each 
competition that is posted on its website and for those reported to the 
NCVF and others sponsoring NCVF classified competitions. 

ii. Leagues shall adopt and implement the current year NCVF Code of 
Conduct for league competitions.  Exceptions to the use of NCVF Code of 
Conduct shall be identified in writing by the league for each competition 
that is posted on its website and for those reported to the NCVF and 
others sponsoring NCVF classified competitions.  Nothing contained in 
this section shall limit or supplant the applicability of other codes of 
conduct or similar policies or requirements that impose higher standards 
than those stated in the NCVF Code of Conduct, such as those that may 
be imposed by individual schools or venues. 

iii. Leagues shall adopt the current year NCVF approved USAV Domestic 
Competition Regulations (DCR) for use in all league competitions that will 
be reported to the NCVF or others for seeding, ranking, eligibility or other 
similar purposes.  Exceptions shall be identified in writing by the league 
for each competition that is reported to the NCVF, posted on the league 
website or provided to an outside organization or other league.  

iv. Leagues shall engage the services of certified officials for use in all league 
competitions.  Exceptions to the use of certified officials shall be 
identified in writing by the league for each competition that is posted on 
its website and for those reported to the NCVF and others sponsoring 
NCVF classified competitions.   

v. Leagues shall timely report all league competition results to the NCVF on 
pre-approved NCVF report format, and in accord with NCVF Best 
Practices.  As used in this paragraph, “timely” means the amount of time 
specified by the NCVF from time to time for results reporting;  

vi. Leagues shall use the current year NCVF approved volleyball for all league 
competitions.  

vii. Leagues shall adopt anti-discrimination practices and policies that are 
consistent with applicable laws and that support diversity and inclusion. 
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f. NCVF Recognized Leagues shall use best efforts to issue league sanctions to league teams, 
players and bench personnel for violations of league rules and applicable codes of conduct with 
respect to league operated or sponsored events.  The league shall notify the NCFV Compliance 
Committee whenever a league team, player or bench personnel is no longer in good standing 
with the league for violation of the NCVF Governance Rules or Code of Conduct occurs.  The 
NCVF will recognize league sanctions issued in accord with appropriate league due process 
standards and that are consistent with this policy.  The NCVF may, in its sole discretion, provide 
an avenue for NCVF registered teams, players and bench personnel who are aggrieved by a 
league sanction or decision to obtain review by the NCVF.   Nothing in this section shall 
preclude the NCVF from issuing any sanction or decision at any time the NCVF determines in its 
sole discretion that a league, player, team, or other covered participant transgresses the letter 
or spirit of this policy. 
 
g. As appropriate, leagues shall respect and implement all sanctions issued by the NCVF for 
violations of Governance Rule, Code of Conduct, sportsmanship and behavior standards that 
occur in connection with any NCVF operated event, including but not limited to the NCVF 
National Championship Tournament.  Leagues shall timely cooperate with the NCVF and other 
NCVF Recognized Leagues, schools and others with respect to their respective behavior, due 
process and dispute resolution information gathering functions, procedures and resolutions.  
 
h. Leagues shall take no action that adversely affects the planning, operation or administration 
of the NCVF National Championship Tournament.   
 
i. Leagues shall avoid taking any action that adversely impacts the structure, function, 

membership, or operation of the NCVF or any other NCVF Recognized League.  Leagues shall 
collaborate in good faith with the NCVF and other NCVF Recognized Leagues to help ensure the 
stability, growth and operation of other NCVF Recognized Leagues.   
 
j. Leagues shall not directly solicit, endorse or engage in recruiting teams or players from 

other NCVF Recognized Leagues unless expressly approved in writing by the affected league.  If 
a league is approached by a NCVF registered team or player to transfer to a different NCVF 
Recognized League, the league Commissioner and/or Director of Competition shall immediately 
contact the affected league Commissioner and/or Director of Competition and seek to find a 
mutually satisfactory resolution that assists the team without compromising the existing 
structure of either league.  Leagues may seek the advice and assistance of the NCVF to help 
resolve issues presented by league team transfer issues.  Leagues should avoid accepting 
transfer teams into their league if doing so would compromise the stability of an existing NCVF 
Recognized League.  
 
k. Leagues shall use best efforts to ensure timely electronic and other appropriate 
dissemination of information to league teams regarding the NCVF National Championship 
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Tournament, NCVF Best Practices (including but not limited to NCVF Governance Rules, Code of 
Conduct, VBReg, NCVF Event Classification Standards, and other NCVF policies), sponsorship, 
discount, education, fundraising, internship and other opportunities that may be announced 
from time to time by the NCVF.    
 
l. Leagues shall timely and professionally respond to the questions, concerns and issues 
presented by collegiate clubs, schools, other NCVF Recognized Leagues, the NCVF, referees 
parents, and others.  League will use best efforts to alert the NCVF of any efforts to undermine 
the purpose or organization of the NCVF.  Leagues will use best efforts to timely implement any 
applicable new or amended NCVF policies or procedures. 
 
m. Leagues shall use best efforts to cooperate with school administrators that oversee or work 
with the league’s collegiate club teams.  
 
n. New or previously undesignated leagues wishing to be identified as an NCVF Recognized 
League, or leagues wishing to become reinstated as an NCVF Recognized League, shall 
communicate in writing with the NCVF, indicating their desire to become so designated.  The 
request shall include information that demonstrates to the NCVF that the requesting league has 
adopted policies, practices and procedures that are materially compliant with this policy.  The 
NCVF will review the request and inform the applicant of the NCVF decision.  Applicants may 
appeal a negative decision by the NCVF by appealing the action in writing to the NCVF within 10 
days following the negative decision.  The appeal must include all of appellant’s arguments and 
supporting material.  The NCVF reserves discretion to grant, condition or deny any designation 
or appeal from a league at any time and for any reason.  
 
3.  NCVF Recognized League Finance and Reporting; New Leagues 
 
a. Leagues shall use best efforts to timely meet any applicable league financial and reporting 
obligations to the NCVF. 

 
b. By January 1 of each year, each league shall identify to the NCVF all collegiate club teams 
that will be participating as league members, regardless of whether such teams will be 
competing in any NCVF recognized competitions (including but not limited to the NCVF National 
Championship Tournament).  The league shall provide the information required in this 
paragraph in an approved NCVF format. 
 
c. By February 1 of each year, each league shall make payment to the NCVF for NCVF team 
registration fees covering all teams in the league.   
 
d. Each league shall require their league teams to complete registration with the NCVF by 
timely inputting all required information into the NCVF VBReg sytem, including but not limited 
to the submission of team rosters and all other required data before, January 1 of each year.  
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Leagues will obtain the prior written concurrence of the NCVF for any deviations to the 
requirements set forth in this section. 
 
4.  NCVF Recognized League Benefits 
 
a.  The NCVF will use its best efforts to ensure that NCVF Recognized Leagues shall enjoy the 
following benefits: 
 

i.   The league will be identified as a “NCVF Recognized League” on the NCVF 
website, along with league contact information. 

ii.         The league’s member team competition results within the league that 
follow NCVF Best Practices will be considered for purposes of satisfying   
NCVF Governance Rule and other NCVF requirements for entry into the   
NCVF National Championship, and for NCVF seeding and Top 25 Ranking 
purposes. 

iii.        The league’s teams will be eligible for reduced entry fees into the NCVF 
National Championship Tournament. 

iv.         League Commissioners and/or Directors of Competition will be highly 
considered by the NCVF for appointment to serve at the pleasure of the 
NCVF on the NCVF Council, NCVF committees, work groups, etc. 

v.          League Commissioners and/or Directors of Competition will be able to 
download rosters of other NCVF registered teams from VBReg for 
purposes of running league-sponsored competitions and other expressly 
approved NCVF purposes. 

vi.         League Commissioners and/or Directors of Competition will have 
reasonable access to NCVF Best Practices and Compliance Committee 
related guidance as issues arise from time to time. 

vii.        League Commissioners and/or Directors of Competition may use the NCVF 
logo on its website, in accord with NCVF use requirements.  Leagues may 
seek other or additional uses of the NCVF logo or other NCVF intellectual 
property by requesting permission, in writing to the NCVF.  The NCVF 
always retains discretion to grant, condition or deny use of any intellectual 
property at any time and for any reason. 

Viii.       Leagues, Commissioners and/or Directors of Competition may qualify for 
other benefits that the NCVF approves from time to time. 

 
5.  NCVF League Best Practice Committee; Other 
 
a. Consistent with its Bylaws, the NCVF may appoint an NCVF committee or subcommittee to 
review NCVF League Best Practice Policy issues, make recommendations or perform other 
tasks as may be directed from time to time by the NCVF.   The NCVF will use its best efforts to 
appoint Commissioners and/or Directors of Competition from NCVF Recognized Leagues to 
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serve on NCVF League Best Practice and related committees, advisory groups, committees or 
subcommittees.  

 
b. Nothing in this NCVF League Best Practices Policy shall place any obligation on the NCVF to 
audit or ensure that any league is materially complying with or following this policy.  

 
c. The NCVF may modify, amend or rescind this policy at any time and will use best efforts to 
notify all NCVF Recognized Leagues of any material modifications, amendments, or rescission 
decision, as determined by the NCVF.  

 
d. Acceptance or rejection of a league’s self-certification by the NCVF, or any determination by 
the NCVF, however communicated, regarding a league’s material compliance with this policy, 
is not an admission, endorsement or guarantee of any kind by the NCVF or any league 
regarding a league’s operation, governance or practices, or with respect to the 
appropriateness or enforceability of any policy for any other purpose.  Nothing contained in 
this policy shall be construed as a form of indemnity or insurance by the NCVF or any league or 
either of its respective agents or representatives for any purpose whatsoever. 

 
e. This policy is solely intended to represent league approved standards and practices that 
have been developed and voluntarily approved for use by the NCVF, participating collegiate 
club volleyball leagues and those who operate the leagues.  

 
Approved by the NCVF Board of Directors on December 17, 2017 


